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Hope you will not think 1 have clleds you >but.af ;your Countreys 

© too ſnon, 1f you conſider: that” Our. CdOmmibn.: Secyritie _ requires; 4 
> farier Proviſion ſhould be made for the. Safety:of the; Kingdom, Þy: 
Sea and Land, before Were at tneinid vf whac tae Granted: for 
that Purpoie the laſt Seffion. And when.youenter Upon .this Puliciel 

I believe you will think ir Neceffary, to take Care of the. Repairs of the Ships, 
and ofthe Fortifications, wichout*which Ott Fleet cannot be Safe when 1t 1s 


Gy 


Ing- 
at Our futar* Securi- 


And till We may be fo happy to ſee the publick Debts paid, I ſhall Hope,thar 
no Seſſion will end withour ſomething dane rowards Lefſening them. While 
T am ſpeaking to you on this Head, I think My Self oblidged ro 
M-ntion, with a very particular Concern, a Debt which is Owing to the 


Prince cf Denzrerk, the State whereof I have Ordered to be laid before you. - 


Gentlemen of the Hou ſe of Commons, 
Theſe things are of ſuch Importance, that I muſt earneſtly Recommend 
them to your Conſideration, and Deſire you to Provide the Neceflary Sup- 
lies. 70h 
4 M; Lords and Genilemen, Th 
There is nothing I ſhould more Rejoyce in, than that I were not under 
the Neceſlity of ſo often Asking Aids of My People ; bur as the reaſon of it is 


evident 


evident, becauſe the Fonds formerly applyed to Defray the publick Expenſe, 
 arenow anticipared for Payment of the Debts of the Kingdom; fo it 1s my 
Satisfaction that you all ſee, that nothing of whatis Demanded isfor any Per- 
ſonal Uſe of Mine. And [.do faithfully Aﬀure you, that no Part of what 
15 given ſhall be diverted from any Pawpoſe for which it is defigned. | 


I believethe Nation 1s already ſenſible of the good Effects ot Peace, by the 
manifeſt Increaſe of Trade, which I ſhall make it My Bufineſs to Incourage by 
all means in My Power. Probably it might receive an Advantage, if ſome 
good Bill were prepared for the more effetual Preventing and Puniſhing Un- 
lawfull and Clandeſtine Trading; which.does not ohlyitend to Defraud the 
Publick, but Prejudices the fair Merchant, and Diſcourages Our ManufaQtures 

The Increaſe of the Poor is become a Burden to the Kingdom, and their 
looſe and idle Life does in ſome meaſure contribute to the Depravation of 
Manners, which is complained of, ( I fear with too much Reaſon ) whether 
the Ground of this Evil. be from Defects 1n the. Layygg already made, or in the 
Execution.of them, deſerygs your Coghderation. js it (Js an. indiſpenſable 
Duty,” that the Poor, wAb are notable to helþ, Fnelves, ſquid be main- 
tain'd, ſo. [cannqt bur think it extrenh bleZthat ſuch 38 are able'and 
willing ſhould notwant Imploymentz&and ſuch as are obſtinatgand unwiLing, 
ſhould be compelld to Labour. | . is 

My Lords and Genil:men, ; 

I have a full Aſſurance. of.the Good AﬀeGtions of My People, which I ſhall 
endeavour to Preſerve by a conſtant Care of their juſt. Rights ang] iberties ; 
by Maintaining the Eſtabliſhed Religion: by ſringthe Courle of Jaitice kepr 
Ready and equal ; the Countenancing Virtue and Diſcouraging Vice ;-and by 
Declining no Difficultiesor Dangers where their Welfare and. Proiperity may 
be concerned. Oe, i, 

Theſe are-my Reſolations,; and'I am-perſwaded that. you are come together 
with Purpoſes on'your Part ſuitable ta, theſe on Mine. Since then our Aims 
areonly for the General Goad;: let. Us A& with Confidence in one anather, 
which will nat fail, hy Gods Bicming, to make Me a Happy King,” and you a 
Great and Flouriſking i ED Od 
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By the KING, 
A PROCLAMATION; 


For Preventing and Puniſhing 


WILLIAMR. 


 Hereas We cannot but be deeply Senſible of the great 

Goodneſs and Mercy of Almighty God, in putting an 

End to1 Long, Bloody and Expenſive War, by the 

Concluſion of an Honourable Peace; ſo We are not 

leſs touched with a Reſentment, that norwithſtand- 

ing this and many other great Blcſſings and Deliverances, Impiety, Pro- 
phanenels and Immorality, do {till abound in this our Kingdom: And 
z. Whereas nothing can prove a greater Diſhonour to a well ordered Govern- 
ment, where the Chriſtian Faith is profeſſed, nor is likelier to provoke 
God to withdraw His Mercy and Bleſſings from us, and inſtead thereof to 
inflict heavy and ſevere Judgments upon this Kingdom, than the open 
and avowed PraQtice of Vice, Immorality and Prophaneneſs, which 
among many Men has too much prevailed in this Our Kingdom of late 
Years, to the high Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, the great Scandal of Chri- 
fanity, and the ill and fatal Example of the reſt of Our Loving SubjeQts, 
who have been Soberly Educated, and whoſe Inclinations would lead 
| them to the: Exerciſe of Piety and Virrne, did they not daily find ſuch fre- 
quent and repeated Inftances of Diſlolute Living, Prophaneneſs and Im- 
piety, which has in a great Meaſure been occafioned by the Negle& of 
the Magiſtrates not putting 1n Execution thoſe good Laws which have been 
made tor Suppreſſing and Puniſhing thereof, and by the ill Example of 
many in Authority, to the great Diſhonour of God, and Reproach of 
Our Religion: Wherefor and for that We cannot expe& Encreaſe or 
Continuance of the Bleſſings We. and Our SubjeAs Enjoy, without pro- 
viding Remedies to prevent the like Evils ior the future, We think Our 
Selves bound by the Duty We owe to God, and the Care We have of the 
People committed to our Charge, to proceed in taking effe&tual Courſe, 


thar Religion, Piety, and Good Manners may, according wo hearty 


Deſire, Flouriſh and Encreaſe under Our Adminiſtration ad. Govern- 
ment: and being rhereunto moved by the Pious Addreſs of the Commons 
in Parliament Aſſembled, We have thought fir, by the Advice of Our 
Privy Council, to 1ffue rhis Our Royal Proclamation, and to Declare Our 
Royal Purpoſe and Reſolution, ro Dilcountenance and Puniſh all manner 
of Vice, Immorality and Prophanenels in all Perſons, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt Degree within this Our Realm, and particularly in ſuch who 
are Employed near Our Royal Perſon; and that for the greater Encour- 
agement of Religion and Morality, We will, upon all Occaſions, Diſtin- 
ouiſh Men of Piety and Virtue, by Marks of Our Royal Favour. And 
We do expe& that all Perſons oi Honour, or in place of Authority, will 
to their utmoſt contribute to the Dilcountenancing Men of Diffolute and 
Debauched Lives, that they being reduced to Shame and Contempt, may 


be enforced the ſooner to Reform their ill Habits and Practices, that Bo 
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2.) 
Diſpleafure of Good Men towards them may ſupply what the Laws (it 
may be) cannot wholly prevent. And tor the more EfteQual Reform- 
ing theſe Men, whoare a Diſcredit to Our Kingdom, Our turther pleaſure 
is, and We do hereby ſtriftly Charge and Command all Our Judges, 
Mavors, Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, and all other Our Oificers and Mi- 
nfters both Eccleliaſtical and Civil, and other Our Subjefts, whom it 
+ COncern, to be very Vigilant and Strict, in the i 'ifcovery and EffeQa 
*--:curion and Puniſhment of all Perſons, who ſhall be Guilty of Ex- 
king, Blaſphemy, Prophane Swearing and Curſing, Lewd- 
_ ar.azion of the Lords-Day, or other Diſſolute, Immonghor 
nr Þ actices, as they will Anſwer it to Almighty, God, ki 
0! , dit} 0: Ur 3, gheſt Dupleaſure. And for the more Eife&mpl proceed- 
in's i: cu, Wedo hereby Direct and Command. Our Judges of Aſſizes 
2. d * attices of Peace, to give ſtrict Charges ar the reſpective Aſſiizes and 
&:5%10ns, forthe due profccution and puniſhment of all Perſons*that ſhall 
preſime to Offend in any the Kinds atore- ſaid, and alſo of all perſons 
char, contrary to thier Duty, fhall be Remils or Negligent in putting the 
i12:d Laws in Execut:on, and that they do at their reſpective Aſſizes and 
Quarter-Sefſhons oi the Peace, cauſe this Our Proclamation to be publickly 


. Read in Open Court immediatly betore the Charge is given. And We 


do hereby turther Charge and Command every Miniſter 1n his reſpective 
Paroch or Chappel, to Read or. cauſe to be Read, this Our Proclamatzon, 
at leaſt Four times in every Year, jmmediatly after Divine Service, Wd 
to inciteand ftir up their reſpefive Auditories to the practice of Piety and 
Virtue, and the Avoiding of all Immorality and Prophanenels. And to'the 
end thatall Vice and Debauchery may be prevented,and Religion and Vir- 
tue practiſed by all Officers, private Souldiers, Mariners or others who are 
Employed 1n Our Service, either by Sea or Land, We do hereby ftrictly 
Charge and Command all Our Commanders and Officers whatſoever, 


Tharthey do rake Care ro Avoid all Prophaneneſs, Debauchery, and 
other In:moralicies, and that by the Fiety and Virtue of their own Lives 


and Conveſations they do ict good Examples to all fuch as are under their 
Authority, and hkewile to take Care and Inſpect the Behaviour and Man- 
er” of ail fuch as are under them, and to puniſh all thoſe who ſhallbe 
Guil:y of any the Offences aforeſaid. And whereas ſeveral Wicked and 
Prophane Perſons have preſumed to Print and Publiſh ſeveral Pernicious 
Books and Pampitlers, which contain in them Imptous Doftrines againſt 
the Holy Trinity and other Fundamental Articles of Our Faith, tending to 
the Subverſion of Chriſtian Religion, therefore, for the Puniſhing the Au. 
thors and Publiſhers thereof, and for the preventing ſuch Impious Books 
and Pamplytets being Publiſhed or Printed for the | future, We do hereby 
ſtrictly ChRtge and Prolibite all Perions, that they do not preſume to 


Writ Print or Publiſhany ſxch Permictous Books or Pamphlets. under the 


Pain of Incurring Our High Diſpleaſure, and ofbeing puniſhed accord- 
ing to the utmoſt Severity of the Law. And We do hereby ſtrictly Charge 
and Require all Our Loving Subjects, to Diſcover and Apprehend ſuch 
Perion and Perſons whom they ſhall know to be the Authors or Publiſhers 
of any ſuch Books or Pamphlets, and to bring them before ſome Juſtice of 
Peace or 'Chict Magittrat, in order that they may be proceeded againſt 
according to Law. | | 

Gruen at Our Court at Kenſington, The Four and Twentieth 


Day of February, 1697. 1n the'Tenth Year of Our Reign. 
GOV Savethe KING. 


EDINBURGH, RePrinted by Gorge Moſman, 1700. 


